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Oswald threatened to kill Hosty 
a item plod to talk to Ma- 
rina agfain. 

This letter ru oupposedly read 
by Ken Howe, Hosty** supervisor, 
and by Hosty. Hosty, a veteran 
FBI agent, was not unduly upset 
by the letter. He tossed it into his 
work box with a lot of other on 
' finished business. The letter was 
supposedly still in the box on the 
day that President Kennedy was 
assassinated in Dallas. 

I don’t know what happened to 
the letter. I don’t know whether 
Cordon Shanldin, the Dallas spe- 
cial agent in charge at the time, 
knev _ l out it — before or after 
the assassination. I know that a 
. lot of people In the Dallas office 
knew sbout it — after the fiaas 
•inatior*. 
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I'M VERY CLAD this incident 
. I* finally in the public domain. 
Keeping it a secret has bothered 
me for a long time. 

^ To me, it is a strong’ refutation 
. of the conspiracy theory of the 
- Kennedy assassination. A party to 

• a complicated conspiratorial plot 

• . to assassinate the President just 
- would not have acted the way Oa- 

*rald did. His coming idone to the 
t FBI with his threatening note, 

. just before the assassination date, 

.. marks him for what he was — an 
arrogant, Irrational and dangerous 
loner. 

But the letter, although missing, 
b at 01 working its confusing mis- 
•chief. 

frordon Shanldin, who was to be- 

* ^ come one of the major figures in 
' the Kennedy assassination inves- 
tigation, was transferred to Dal- 

*bj sis SAC from Honolulu some- 
; time earner In 1963. He was a 
large, rur/pled man who smoked 
cigarettej| so constantly and care- 
icesly he occasionally act his 
-nacktioa an fire. * . 
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* SHANKLIN WAS to aay bter 
th at durin g his two or three year 

. atay In Honolulu he received two 



or inre^ long distance telephone 
calls from FBI Headquarters in 
Washington. After Nov. 22, 1963, 
however, he often got two or 
three an hour. 

Shortly before noon on that fate- 
ful Nov. 22, Shanklin was work- 
ing alone in his office when a 
male clerk hurried- in carrying a 
small transistor radio squawking 
with the news that President Ken- 
nedy had just been shot by a 
sniper near the Texas School 
Book Depository in Dallas. 

Shanklin immediately dialed J. 
Edgar Hoover personally in Wash- 
ington and Hoover relayed the 
news at .once to Robert Kennedy, 
Attorney General and brother of 
the President, at his McLean, Vir- 
ginia, as Late. 

Twft results of that fast phone 
call were that Director Hoover 
was able to perpetuate bis mythi- 
cal image of being all-seeing and 
all-knowing, and Shanklin was 
catapulted high in Hoover's as 
teem. 

THE LETTER “IneidenWas - *^ 
vealed to the public just this last 
weekend in a story in the Dallas 
Times Herald. A day or so later 
the Houston Chronicle got into 
the act with a copyrighted story 
quoting Jesse Curry. Dallas chief 
of police in 19&3 . alleging that 
FBI and Dallas police officials 
suppressed for at least five 
months a atatement made by Hos- 
ty shortly after learning Oswald 
was in police custody, a statement 
that Oswald was “capable of as- 
sassinating President Kennedy." 
'Was this Hosty statement, If 
made, baaed on his having read 
Oswald's letter? Probably. 

Hosty, still on duty with the 
FBI in Kansas City, refuses com- 
ment Shanklin, who retired from 
the FBI in Dallas a couple of 
months ago to join a law firm, de- 
nies he told Curry to suppress any 
statement 
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THE ARGUMENT between Car- 
ry and Shanklin is 
reaching than i 
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ment between two DallasUajc^eq^ 
forcement officials. 

If Curry is right, then Hosty 
probably made the statement that 
Oswald was capable of assassinat- 
ing President Kennedy based on 
the threat contained in the prior 
letter. 

Thus, if the statement was ac- 
tually made, any request to sup- 
press it had to be made with the 
knowledge of the existence of the 
letter and such a request would 
not originate with Shanklin. He 
had many virtues as SAC, but In- 
dependent thinking was not one 
of them. He checked with the Bu- 
reau on everything. ^ 

Any request by the FBI to im- 
press any statement could have 
come from only one person — J'. 
Edgar Hoover. * 



